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WEBSITES
African American Communities in the North Before the Civil War. EDSITEment,  National Endowment for the 
 Humanities. https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/african-american-communities-north-civil-war.

• A lesson plan for students to learn about how African American communities in the North were living  
and thriving prior to the Civil War, the racism free Blacks faced, and the presence of slavery in so-called 
“free” states.

Beyond Busing: Boston School Desegregation Archival Resources. Northeastern University, 2018.  
 https://bpsdesegregation.library.northeastern.edu/. 

• An archive of materials such as photographs, newspaper articles, and other reports regarding the  
desegregation of schools in Boston and the effects it had on communities here. 

Black Heritage Trail Walking Tour. Museum of African American History: Boston and Nantucket. 
 http://maah.org/site1.htm. 

• A list of sites along the historic Black Heritage Trail walking tour in Boston with photographs and informa-
tion about each site.

Boston Busing/Desegregation Project: Truth, Learning, and Change. Union of Minority Neighborhoods.  
 https://truthlearningchange.com/about/. 

• An organization that is working to educate the public on the historical impact of the Boston busing and 
school desegregation crisis in order to address contemporary race issues in Boston.

Boston’s Crusade Against Slavery. Harvard College Library, Harvard College.  
 https://hcl.harvard.edu:8001/libraries/houghton/exhibits/emancipation/he ader_intro.cfm. 

• A course and exhibition about the efforts that Bostonians made to lead a crusade against slavery in the 
United States. It features objects from the Houghton Library collection that show the role Boston played in 
emancipation and granting African Americans citizenship. 

Boston School Desegregation Resource Guide. Boston College Libraries, Boston College.  
 https://libguides.bc.edu/c.php?g=618126&p=4301318. 

• A list of links and additional resources for students to explore Boston’s desegregation crisis, including Boston 
City Archives, the Boston Public Library, PBS Learning Media, and more.
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Free Blacks in the Antebellum Period. American Memory, The Library of Congress.  
 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart2.html. 

• An overview of the lives of Free Blacks during the antebellum period, along with a list of primary sources 
about the lives of former slaves, the Black church, the Underground Railroad, and more.

Massachusetts Constitution and the Abolition of Slavery. Massachusetts Court System, Commonwealth of 
 Massachusetts. http://www.mass.gov/courts/court-info/sjc/edu-res-center/abolition/abolition1-gen.html.

• Information about the Judicial Review process, presence and abolishment of slavery in Massachusetts, from 
the 1630s to the 1780s. 

Museum of African American History: Boston and Nantucket. http://maah.org/. 
• A museum dedicated to African American History, with locations in Boston and Nantucket. Their website 

contains information on exhibits, events, and how to book school groups and visits.

Slavery and Anti-Slavery in the United States: A Resource Guide from Primary Source.  
 http://resources.primarysource.org/slavery.

• A guide to print and online curriculum, films, websites, and books for adults, children and young adults, 
specifically selected for educators.  Includes a strong representation of New England history.

The Underground Railroad: Journey to Freedom. National Geographic, National Geographic Society.  
 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/maps/underground-railroad-journey-freedom/. 

• An interactive game about the Underground Railroad that will help students explore and understand the 
journey that African Americans made from slavery to freedom.

The Royall House and Slave Quarters. http://www.royallhouse.org/.
• A website dedicated to the Royall House and Slave Quarters, representing the largest slaveholding family 

in Massachusetts. It is the only remaining structure of its kind in the Northeast United States, and provides 
tours for schools and educators. The website also provides digital resources for students to explore the  
house virtually.
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